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1. the research laboratory of the Post and
Ph Department, there were sbout 20 people all working on low

2,

frequency repeater stations. The laboratorv vas lccated n the main

438 Post Office building on Aspazijas Boulevard., line
amplifiers end switching devices to cut into long distance lines. This
research had started in 1940 and vas quite important to the country,
because Latvia did not have the dollars to import much equipment and
wmaterial and wes forced to iuprovise and design its own equipzent. Much
of the wire used was made of iron, particularly those lipes within the
country, and consequently amplifiers to incresse the current at periodic
intervals wvas necessary.

At the time of th&anmp.tion big repeater lmmnn_rare buiit, |:|

one in northern

other a va. 0 long distauce caiis were made outeide
the country, a ovitching device wvas used to transfer the from an iron
line to & copper ome for better transmission. ﬁh percentage
of iron to copper used, but iron lines were in e majority. All the lines

between Eestern and Western Europe were in good condition - copper cables
and open vire - but no coaxal cables and otly short stretches of cable.

The level of research in this labhorataws!

[ disl systems were in common
use in Latviw, re have been no great changes in this field as there

have in the nal«Lnthftmc-. The systems were, of course, smaller
in Riga, & city of 400 thousand population,

the 100 thousand systes was in use.

There vas only one other laborstory in Latvia engaged in the same field of
Tesedrch and that was located at the atate factory, comonly called

VEP /[Walsts Elektrotechniska Febrika » that built mesual snd dial.
exchange systens.
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5. The Post and Telegraph Department , as well us ‘the Highway end Bail;;:a;} ‘ o
- Department, was under the Ministry of Communications, The telephone, telegraph;
broadcast stations, and of course, the post office department, were under the

. Post and Telegraph Depar nl or the telephone L s
and telegraph de nt Lol 25X1

; ‘Th - broadeast atation ir own laboratory in the , ‘ ooy
same building‘ ! o SRR 25X1

6.  In 19%0 and 1941, when the USSR took over the country, there were no changes -
wade in the resesrch, or in little else. There were changes in the administration
and there were a few dlpgns thet the Soviets wanted to expand the laboratory,
but they 4id net bave sufficient, tize to mese any impressicn.

7. It is west difficult to assess the level of competence of mm%ngineering‘

graduate or the claes o for one
must conside; ducation is basically one of euphasis- 1
rather than Y. € graduate engineer in Latvis had much more practical - 25X
experience because & minimum of 12 months practice vas required before ‘ 25X1
gradustion. The winimum time to graduate vas 5k years, but this was usually .
extended sometimes to ae much as 10 years, by working and teking the minimum . 25X1
_exams to quali required to take '
he University of wiga Trequired more math. . 25X1
while the specialties were broader in =
’ ich included drafting. 25x11
=-end-
{
} : 25X1
25X1
. .
[ 4
CORPIDEITIAL

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/27 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600050152-8



